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BREXIT: BENEFITS AND COSTS  
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM – REFLECTIONS  

FOR OBSERVERS IN EUROPE
The withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the EU structures creates a new chapter in the history of the 

EU, a split occurs. Lofty ideas about creation of strong, coherent, wealthier and safer Europe lose in the 
competition with economic indicators and the national interest of the United Kingdom. 
Brexit is an expression of the negative evaluation of the EU functioning by the British society. This opinion 

-
porary Europe, as well as in decreased cooperation among member states. The following most important 

of economic independence and national identity. It is also worth noticing the successful actions of right-
wing politicians who used the situation to build their own vision of the state. 
Consequences of Brexit shall affect both the United Kingdom and the EU member states but also non-EU 
countries. They shall have political, economic and social dimensions. However, at the current stage of the 

neighbour states will deteriorate. 
Brexit shall affect particularly these states which are close trade partners of the United Kingdom. Loss of 

-
pean Union. Brexit is also a crack in the EU image as an organization cherishing the values of solidarity 
and humanism. Individual interests of particular member states can be a contagious example.
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Introduction

-

decision, Theresa May, Prime Minister of the UK, presented the key principles of the 

-

we do not know answers yet. What shall be the conditions of the UK’s withdrawal from 

will be the future of the Union in view of the fact that one of its important members is 

2. 
in the UK, because the European Union has adopted the position of the absolute 
protection of its internal market.

works published mostly in the UK. The authors’ intention is to present the opinions of 
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-
mulated determine the structure of the study. The historically developed model of the EU 

are enumerated. Moreover, the conclusions which may be drawn for the European 
Union are presented as the outcome of the research.

The European Union – principles, goals, tasks

NATO, the Nordic Council, or the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance and the War-
saw Pact in Central and Eastern Europe. Several communities were also established: 

-

and workers, freedom of establishment and freedom to provide services, and free move-
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-

-

of protection and improvement of quality of the environment. Furthermore, the Union 
establishes the internal market and the economic and monetary union whose currency 
is the euro.

The Union offers its citizens free movement of people. It combats social exclusion 
and discrimination and supports social justice and welfare, equality of men and women, 

Contemporary problems as a reason for the UK’s withdrawal from the 
European Union

The European Union faces numerous political, social and economic problems which 
-

-
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-

were achieved.

In the context of these processes, the relationship between the UK and the EU was 
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which started in 2008 in the USA but quickly reached Europe and hampered the de-

-
-

The EU leaving procedure 

-
tional law have been excluded, thus unilateral exit from the EU is not possible. The 

-
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the process of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU can be commenced after prior consent 

-

-

Moreover, the UK’s independence from the Union means reduction in costs of crises in 
-

-
tions with the EU. Economists predict that the UK’s international trade will decline, which 
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Table 1. Estimated cost of the UK’s exit from the EU - scenarios
Optimistic version Pessimistic version Probable version

Trade relationship -9.5 -3 to -7
5.0
5.6 2.2 3 to 4
0.0 -5.0

Total impact -2 to -7

-
-

-
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-

-
-

The principle that solidarity of the EU states should prevail over autonomy of national 

-

Brexit – conclusions for other countries

-
tant of them: what shall be the impact of the UK’s withdrawal from the Union. Certainly, 

and social aspects.
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First of all, the EU’s political and military force shall decrease because the UK was 

-

-

expenses. It is estimated that the revenue of the EU member states shall decrease by 

-

UK’s withdrawal from the EU will especially affect these countries with which the UK has 

Ireland, as well as Sweden, Poland and the Netherlands. On the other hand, Italy is 
-

labour force from the less developed EU states, especially from the Central and Eastern 
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many areas: in the economic, social, political and cultural aspects. The principles and 
mechanisms of operation of the EU practices raise many objections and need to be 

of the so-called Versailles declaration. This idea consists in acceptance of various pace 

of rich Western countries, such as France and Germany. Other member states can be 

account the concerns of member states puts the EU’s future at risk because aspirations 

adopted by the EU have to take into consideration the needs of particular member 

-

-

of the European institutions. Hence, four scenarios of the EU development can already 

EU structures by each state.

member states and national parliaments, democratic accountability and justice, then 
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