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THE PILLARS OF THE POLISH ECONOMY’S 
INTERNATIONALLY COMPETITIVE POSITION  

IN THE POST-ACCESSION PERIOD 2

The article presents the results of an analysis which attempts to identify the most important factors deter-
mining changes in the Polish economy’s internationally competitive position com-pared to the other new 
member states of the European Union (EU-10) in the years 2004–2017. The hypothesis that, among the 
EU-10 states, Poland belongs to those where varied effects of membership have clearly occurred has 

the economy. In the research, analysis of the secondary data concerning the pillars of the economy’s com-
Global Competitiveness Report has been applied. This has been compiled by 

the World Eco-nomic Forum. The article ends with a summary of the most important conclusions drawn 
from the presented analysis.
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Introduction
Similarly to other new EU members states, Poland has experienced a number of 

successes and failures in the post-accession period. The accession became an impulse 
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development. They became the major factor for the improvement of the economy’s 
internationally competitive position. 

research has adopted the assumption that in the contemporary world economy, in order 

-

-

The aim of the analysis presented in the article was to identify the most important 
-

whose internationally competitive position improved the most in the post-accession 

formation of this position. The analysis is based on indicators presented in the Global 
Competitiveness Report, compiled by the World Eco-nomic Forum. These Reports are 

-
tional competitiveness of economies. 

1. Standards and methods of measuring an economy’s international 
competitiveness 

‘Countries, just like international corporations, compete on the world markets.’ This 

2008). In recent years, there have been numerous standards of a national economy’s 
international competitive-ness as well as methods to measure it. This concerns both 

of individual countries have become the sub-ject of analyses for many researchers and 
international bodies.
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The In-stitute publishes the results of its research in the annual World Competitiveness 

Doing Business, dedicated to an analysis 

comparatively used to assess an econ-omy’s international competitiveness. A measure 
of a country’s international competitive ability is also the Human Development Index 

In recent years, The Global Competitiveness Report has been one of the most 
-

petitiveness. It re-sults from the annual comparative study of conditions for countries’ 
economic development, conducted by the World Economic Forum3. 

-

GDP per capita. 

-

3

Index. It is devised by the World Economic Forum in cooperation with Prof. X. Sala-i-Martin and with the use 
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2. Changes in Poland’s competitive position compared to new member 
states 

The results of the economy competitiveness study conducted by the World Economic 
Forum allow us to state that the position and competitiveness of the Polish economy 

the early 2000s.

-
tively). In the period of the world crisis, the worst result was achieved by Poland in 2008, 

-
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Table 1. The position of Poland compared to the EU-10 countries in competitiveness studies conducted 
by the World Economic Forum in the years 2004–2017 

YEARS BG CZ EE HU LT LV PL RO SI SK

2004 59 40 20 39 36 44 60 63 33 43
2005 58 38 20 39 43 44 67 32
2006 74 26 38 39 44 45 73 40 36
2007 79 33 27 47 38 45 74 39
2008 76 33 32 62 44 54 53 68 42 46
2009 76 35 58 53 68 46 64 37 47

36 33 52 47 70 39 67 45 60
74 38 33 48 44 64 77 57 69
62 39 34 60 45 55 78 56
57 46 32 63 48 52 42 76 62 78
54 37 29 60 42 43 59 70 75
54 30 63 36 44 53 59 67
50 30 69 35 49 36 62 56 65
49 29 60 54 39 68 48 59

9 -9 -5 -5
GCI value

2004 3.98 4.55 5.08 4.56 4.57 4.43 3.98 3.86 4.75 4.43
2005 3.83 4.42 4.95 4.38 4.3 4.29 4.00 3.67 4.59
2006 3.98 4.67 4.82 4.49 4.49 4.47 4.39 3.98 4.48 4.54
2007 3.93 4.58 4.74 4.35 4.49 4.28 3.97 4.48 4.45
2008 4.03 4.62 4.67 4.22 4.45 4.26 4.28 4.50 4.40
2009 4.02 4.67 4.56 4.22 4.30 4.06 4.33 4.55

4.57 4.33 4.38 4.42 4.25
4.52 4.62 4.36 4.24 4.46 4.08 4.30

4.27 4.64 4.30 4.35 4.46 4.07 4.34
4.43 4.65 4.25 4.40 4.46 4.25

4.37 4.53 4.28 4.50 4.48 4.30 4.22
4.32 4.69 4.74 4.25 4.55 4.45 4.49 4.32 4.28 4.22
4.44 4.72 4.78 4.20 4.60 4.45 4.56 4.30 4.39 4.28
4.46 4.77 4.85 4.33 4.58 4.40 4.59 4.28 4.48 4.33
0.48 0.22 -0.23 -0.23 -0.03 0.42 -0.27

-
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Graph 1. Changes in the competitive position of Poland compared to EU-10 countries in the studies 
conducted by the World Economic Forum in the years 2004–2016 

Graph 2. Changes in the GCI value for Poland compared to EU-10 countries in the years 2004–2016 
Source: Author’s dataset based on the data in Table 2.

An important element of the presented analysis was a comparison of Poland’s results 
with those of other new EU member states. They are, as is known, those countries 

-
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and stable foundation for their development. However, in the WEF competitiveness 

-

in 2004, became a state with a much better position compared to two partners from 

3. Pillars (factors) determining Poland’s competitive position 
compared to EU-10 countries

As already mentioned, the result of the annual comparative study of countries’ eco-

The Global Competitiveness Report. 
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innovation and sophistication factors. Table 2 includes a list of factors on the basis of 
which the competitive position of the analysed countries is assessed.

Table 2. Global 
Competitiveness Report

GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS INDEX 
Basic requirements Effectiveness enhancers Innovation and sophistication factors

environment

education development

Development determined  
by traditional factors 

Development determined  
by investment 

Development determined  
by innovation 

Source: Author’s dataset based on The Global Competitiveness Report 2017–2018

-
-

type. Therefore, the analysis presented in the article attempts to identify the main trends 

4. The most important 

The data presented in Table 3 shows that in 2006, Poland’s competitive position 

 

4 -
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Table 3. The formation of factor (pillar) values determining Poland’s and other EU-10 countries’ competi-
tive position in the years 2006 and 2017

Countries 2006* 2017
Overall Basic Proeffective Proinnovative Overall Basic Proeffective Proinnovative
3.98 4.35 3.84 3.20 4.46 4.77 4.40 3.57

CZ 4.67 4.94 4.59 4.39 4.77 5.35 4.86 4.24
EE 4.82 5.28 4.69 4.03 4.85 5.66 4.92 4.20
HU 4.49 4.48 4.06 4.33 4.65 4.44 3.52
LT 4.49 4.28 3.83 4.58 4.57 4.04
LV 4.47 4.84 4.35 3.59 4.40 4.40 3.65
PL 4.39 4.62 4.33 3.73 4.59 4.99 4.65 3.75
RO 3.98 4.08 4.00 4.28 4.57 4.28 3.28
SI 4.48 4.42 4.48 4.39
SK 4.54 4.76 4.50 3.82 4.33 4.83 4.46 3.76

 

Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Lithuania and Latvia. In all these countries, the indices 
-

ence between the values of basic indices and the overall indices occurred in the case 

-

-
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Graph 3. Factors determining Poland’s and other EU-10 countries’ competitive position in 2006. 
Source: Author’s dataset based on Table 2. 

Graph 4. ChaFactors determining Poland’s and other EU-10 countries’ competitive position in 2017.
Source: Author’s dataset based on the data from Table 2. 
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-
petitive posi-tion of the countries with the lowest level of economic development. The 

-

as 0.24 point). 
-

point). Unfortunate-ly, there were no noticeable successes in the pro-innovative factors 

-

took place in the post-accession period. As already proven, the competitive position of 

was noticeably low. 

it moderately exceeded the overall value of the index. 
-
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Table 4. The formation of values for individual factors determining Poland’s competitive position com-
pared to other EU-10 countries in the years 2006 and 2017

Years BG CZ EE HU LT LV PL RO SI SK
Global Competitiveness 
Index (GCI)

2006 3.98 4.67 4.82 4.49 4.49 4.47 4.39 3.98 4.48 4.54
2017 4.46 4.77 4.85 4.33 4.58 4.40 4.59 4.28 4.48 4.33

Basic requirements 2006 4.35 4.94 5.28 4.71 4.91 4.84 4.62 4.08 5.18 4.76
2017 4.77 5.35 5.66 4.65 5.15 5.01 4.99 4.57 5.14 4.83
2006 3.05 3.89 4.67 3.79 3.96 3.64 3.32 4.26 3.98

3.48 5.04 3.46 3.76 3.84 3.70 4.05
2006 2.92 4.42 4.34 3.85 4.04 3.85 3.29 4.35 3.72

4.06 5.09 4.36 4.65 4.40 4.70 3.82 4.80 4.29

environment 
2006 5.38 5.43 5.87 4.53 5.62 5.44 4.46 5.62

5.72 6.23 6.07 5.77 5.20 5.25 5.23 5.40

education 
2006 6.04 6.04 6.25 6.23 6.09 6.46 5.83 6.48 5.95

5.80 6.40 6.43 5.65 6.20 6.22 5.49 6.49
2006 3.84 4.59 4.69 4.48 4.28 4.35 4.33 4.00 4.42 4.50
2017 4.40 4.86 4.92 4.44 4.57 4.40 4.65 4.28 4.39 4.46
2006 4.02 4.95 5.22 4.87 4.93 4.89 4.73 5.08 4.45

4.62 5.25 5.52 4.33 4.95 4.98 5.37 4,54
2006 3.75 4.69 4.42 4.38 4.48 4.26 4.04 4.60 4.59

4.32 4.66 5.09 4.38 4.57 4.42 4.55 4.64 4.48
2006 4.62 4.74 4.50 4.43 4.58 4.44 4.36 4.73

4.25 4.49 5.02 4.33 4.47 3.97

development 
2006 4.36 4.76 4.58 4.36 4.82 3.90 4.53 4.95

4.80 4.85 4.05 3.74 3.45 4.55
2006 4.38 5.05 3.97 3.79 3.87 3.39 3.28 4.27

5.50 5.09 5.62 5.27 4.89 4.78 5.37 5.08
2006 4.55 3.36 4.52 3.78 3.49 5.06 4.58 3.67

3.92 4.49 4.33 3.62 3.24 4.08
Innovation and sophistication 
factors 

2006 3.20 4.39 4.03 4.06 3.83 3.59 3.73 3.51 4.11 3.82
2017 3.57 4.24 4.20 3.52 4.04 3.65 3.75 3.28 4.18 3.76
2006 3.40 4.80 4.38 4.40 4.03 3.96

3.82 4.36 3.68 4.35 4.07 3.47 4.38
2006 2.99 3.97 3.69 3.73 3.35 3.08 3.43 3.07 3.62 3.43

3.32 3.87 4.04 3.36 3.73 3.22 3.40 3.08 3.98 3.33



E. Molendowski, The pillars of the polish economy’s internationally competitive position ...

17

Conclusions 

-

competitive posi-tion. 
The most important literature on the subject presented in the article indicates that an 

-
velopmental aims. Such an approach to an economy’s competitiveness was adopted by 
the authors of the Global Competitiveness Report, devised by scholars centred around 
the World Economic Forum. 

-

compared to 2004, as many as seven of the analysed countries’ positions deteriorated. 

national competitive position, it should be stated that Poland owes these successes to 

-

the world economic crisis. As is known, in the entire analysed post-accession period, 

of the most stable economies on the continent macroeconomically.
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