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Introduction

-

-
tion between the ACP States, to promote their development and to contribute to poverty 

-
-

swana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland). The very fact in-

4.

of the conclusion of EPA and of the implementation of trade liberalisation thereunder, in 

and whether it would affect the conditions of trade with the European Union. 
The article employed an analytical and descriptive method based on sources from 

1. Southern Africa

-

4
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of the continent, includes fourteen more countries, very differentiated but, as a whole, in 

per capita

Table 1. Area, population and GDP of the SADC-EPA Group countries with Angola, the SADC and Africa 
in 2015

Area (km²) Population  
(thousand persons)

GDP  
(USD million)

GDP  
per capita (USD)

GDP  
growth rate (%)

25 022 4 602 0.9
2 200 6 369

Lesotho 30 360  2 200 2 049 960
Mozambique 799 380 26 400   529 6.6
Namibia 284 290 2 459 5.3
South Africa 55 654 5 802
Swaziland 3 927 3 052
SADC-EPA 4 161 570 115 235 478 070 4 336 2.2

2 344 860 77 266 37 587 486 7.7
587 295 23 650 9 703 400

Malawi 6 430 374 2.9
Mauritius 2 040 3.5
Seychelles 460 97 5.0
Tanzania 947 303 53 470 45 628 853 7.0
Zambia 2.9
Zimbabwe 390 757 5 229 335
SADC 9 305 275 318 266 616 950 3 549 3.2
AFRICA 30 370 000 1 184 501 2 273 552 1 958 2.2

Saharan Africa. On the one hand, the economic power of South Africa is treated as 

-



 

-

-

-

& Kennes, 2007, p. 8).

factors such as the multiple memberships of the member countries of the community, 

Seychelles, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe are members of the Common Market for 

-
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2. The origin and the state of play of the negotiations concerning  
the SADC Economic Partnership Agreement (SADC EPA)

-
5

policy6

-
ences were inconsistent with the WTO rules, therefore they needed to be replaced with 

most tariffs much earlier). 

-
7. 

3 pillars: development cooperation, political cooperation and economic and trade co-

5

http://www.acp.int/content/secretariat-acp
6 in-
ter alia

from non-reciprocal preferences. However, the preferences accorded to the ACP States were discriminato-

principles) for preferential trade with the ACP States.
7 -



 

-

on a reciprocal basis, barriers to trade between the parties and to extend cooperation 

the environmental protection, border controls and customs procedures8. There are three 

compliance with the WTO principles. Secondly, it is economically necessary to reform 

expected results as the share of ACP exports to the EU in the EU market dropped 

-

-

-

-

8  All the SADC EPA countries are WTO members.
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-
9

Initially, seven member states from the Southern African Development Community 

only

. The process 

9

-
-

-
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-

thirdly, only 6 SADC countries

discussion below only refers to the SADC EPA Group rather than to all the community 
members. 

with Southern African countries, the European Union threatened to withdraw the pref-

-
-

cultural sector, were internationally competitive, therefore the southern European Member States feared the 

-

directly affected by the TDCA. The reason was that duty-free imports to South Africa could be afterwards ex-
ported without tariffs to the other SACU countries and, due to their price competitiveness, squeeze out local 

expectations of South Africa. Over more than a dozen years, the share of South African exporters in the EU 
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-

-
. It concerned the 

-

inter alia

-

. 

-

  The countries are listed in Annex I to the MAR.

The system of preferences for LDCs ensured duty-free access to the EU market, with no quantity limitations, 
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-

3. The main provisions of the SADC EPA concerning trade in goods

Whereas the EPA objective is to continue and ensure duty-free access to the EU 

the EPA introduced additional selective and partial liberalisation. Selective as it applies 
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yeast and ethanol . Combined with full and partial liberalisation, the SADC Economic 

Table 2. Scope of tariff elimination and reduction provided by the SADC EPA

Tariff lines Share of actual trade in volume 
(2012–2014)

EU offer to BLMNS
Full liberalisation  

HS Chapter 93)
 

HS Chapter 93)
EU offer to South Africa

Full liberalisation
Partial liberalisation
Excluded

SACU offer to EU
Full liberalisation
Partial liberalisation
Excluded

Full liberalisation
Excluded

in South Africa: Rooibos, Honeybush, Karoo Lamb, a number of wine names as well). 
For example, a producer in a country other than South Africa cannot market a tea 
processed from a plant from its own territory under the symbolically important name 

-
anol duty free, whereas the quota for wine exports to the EU has more than doubled, from 50 million to 
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[Table 2]. The provisions also contain a chapter on trade defence with bilateral safe-

the other party disturb or threaten to disturb their economy. However, South Africa was 

-

Russia, China or India.  

4. The role of economic partnership agreements in trade relations 
between Southern African countries and the European Union 

middle-income countries, exports to the EU would be subject to the MFN tariffs, applied 
to all WTO members. It would mean deteriorated conditions of access to the EU market, 

income company, without an EPA would be covered by the GSP. The system offers 

Table 3.  

Country Customs status/market access
The same access conditions

Deteriorated access conditions
Swaziland GSP

MFN
-
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to competition from EU producers and, in the future, service providers as well, lower 

revenue from customs duties.

Table 4. EU trade with the SADC EPA group of countries and with Angola in 2013–2016 (EUR million)
IMPORTS EXPORTS

2013 2014 2015 2016 2013 2014 2015 2016
Angola 9,308 9,389 7,981 4,188 6,197 6,741 4,856 3,388
main commodities 

Botswana 3,442 1,822 1,503 2,196 946 273 275 332
main commodities Pearls, precious metals and articles 

-
Pearls, precious metals and articles there-

Lesotho 187 247 254 208 15 11 12 12
main commodities Pearls, precious metals and articles there-

1,332 1,366 1,435 1,325 835 894 982 689
main commodities 

Namibia 941 963 1,038 1,090 753 538 404 373
main commodities 

-
-

South Africa 15,560 18,514 19,399 22,928 24,481 23,318 25,432 22,974
main commodities Pearls, precious metals and articles 

230 151 139 122 23 29 35 51
main commodities Products of the chemical or allied indus-



 

-
tries concerned only accounted for a limited proportion of extra-EU exports and imports: 

dominant share of their exports to the EU [Table 4].

-

Africa faces little competition from the SADC5 countries. It is only in aluminium that SA 

and processed foodstuffs.

-

total number of tariff lines or products are at risk as a result of the EPA liberalisation 

 – processed oil products,
 – chemical products,
 – intermediate industrial products,
 –
 – parts of machines,
 – vehicle industry,
 – Portland cement,
 –
 – medicines,
 –
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Conclusions

In addition, the European Union demanded that deepened free trade areas should be 

-

-
-

Such an approach undermines the fundamental characteristics of customs unions and 

their customs status in access to the European Union market would be different. In 

would be subject to the MFN tariffs, applied to all WTO members. It would mean dete-

-

-

that those contained in the SADC EPA.
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